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The spirit of Islamic Culture

in this article Igbal discusses cultura as a criteria in Islam.
He argues that the philosophy of Islam was not a continuation
to the Greek Philosophy ; rather it was kind of revolution to
many of its concepts. He also alanfies the logical and almost
scientific tendencies en the Islamic philosophy particularby in
its concepts of place, time the finte and the infinite. The
conclusion is that Islam was net a mere followuf to what has
preceded it ; rather tet coas an essentially new philosophy and
new culture with new bases for explaining and understandiug
the Cosmos.
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Muslim Ethos in Indian hiterature
Summary by Ibraheem Yahya Shihabi ( Ph. D. )

Literature is the conscience of anation. Hence the cultural
ethos of a community is perhaps most faithfully represented in
literature, particularly in poetry.

The Muslim impact on Indian languages and literatures
could be well perceived in the frame of the followihg concepts :

1. The word « Muslim » derotes amuch wider cultural domain
domain than « Islam ».

2. Muslim contribution to the Indian literatures was basically
secular and cosmopolitan.

3. Muslim contact with Indian peoples was not primarily
through administratons or rulers but mainby through
_traders, sufi saints, scholars and mercenary soldiers.

Thus the Indian Muslim witers’ Contribution to various
modern Indian languages and literatures is two - fold : first in
creating a secular and cosmopolitan literary idiom, and second
in forging anew syntactial conciseness and a close - kint poetic
and literary expression mainby brought about as part of this
Turco - Iranian impact.

This clearly means that the Muslim Contribution to Indian
languages and literatures have been a source of strengthening
its cosmopopoantan links and giving it modern, secular and
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worldby look. This literay contribution was a part of the
composite culture which brought the diverse religions and
regional identities together and tried to develop it into anational

culture.

Serious impediments interrupted this process, Suchas the
long spell of British rule which resulted in the Partition of the
country and therchy undermined the very basis of this emerging
synthesis, the recurrent communal Hindu - Muslim riots which
bred extremists on both sides, the rise of fundamentatism, the
rule of Pakistani military dictators and the reign of orthodox
papacy of Imam Khomeini of Iran.

Therefore, struggle against these impediments can’t be
won without much wider cooperation and support of the people,
And it is for this that writers, and among the Muslim writers,
thougt it fit to break the conventional framework of
communication media and reach the common man through straet
theatre, Habib Tanvir and Safdar Hashmi are prominent figures
among those who carried out that idea and addressed the
masses on topics directly connected with their own lives.

I. Y. SHIHABI ( Ph. D.)
Damascus on 23/7/1990
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An Introduction to Pakistani Literature

The article discusses the formation of a Literary indentity
after the creation of Pakistan in 1947 and sheds an important
light on the advantages of a homogeneous Muslim culture in
Pakistan as opposed to the previously unhomogeneous Society
of Muslims, Hindos and seikhs in the subcontinent, It also deals
with the most prominent literary strands which prevailed in the
wribings of Pakistani poets and writers. The Islamic identity
provided an opportunity to a more homogenious Society to
produee more honogenous works. The article also deals with the
appearance of the Ordo language and the impact of socio -
political events on the literary productions of most writers,
particulary the short - story writers. Also there are writers who
write in ordo and others whowrite in English, The article
suggests that Pakistani literature is a rich Literature because
many languages and many cultures coexist in it almost
independently.
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Arabic Poetry in India

This is a mini - anthology of few Arab poets in India with
Samples from their poetry with an enlightening introduction.
The editor. Muhamad Said Al Toriehi has filed an anthology
under the Same title.



Nathar Al Islam

This is an interesting article about the poet Nathar Al Islam
from Bengladish. The article unravels the Literary and
« revolutionary » merits of the poet, particulany in comparison
with his renowned Contemporary the poet Tagour. According
to the writer of the article it is important to remember that
Tagour who dimmed the Light of all his contemporaries was
notable to do so to Natuhar Al Islam who has enough originality
and enough power to stand in his own right. There is a brief
biography of the poet, a critical view of his work. and samples
from his poems..
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Muslim Contribution ot Hindustani Music

by : Najma Perveen Ahmed
summarized by : Khaled Haddad

During its long journey through history, Hindustani music
has passed through several stages and was liable to many
influences. When the Muslims came to India, during the medieval
period, the north Indian music went through a process of
blending with the Muslim music. The Muslim influence began
with the establishment of the Khilji dynasty in the 13th century.
Amir Khusrau was the first representative of the Indo-Muslim
society which fiorished during this reign. After the establishment
of the Muslim rule in northern India the Sufis started coming to
India, and music played its central role in their meetings. Sufis,
moreover, have left a great imprint on Hindustani music by
their innovations, which led to new forms and styles. The
contribution of Muslims in the development of instrumental
music and in introdueing new. musical instruments is equally
significant. Music, therefore, has brought together in its fold
Hindus and Muslims, and functioned as a powerful instrument
of cultural integration and social harmony.
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Muslim Women in India

The widespread view that Muslim women are among, the
word’s oppressed is due to two elements promoted in the West:
the veil and a Muslim’s right to have four wives. The legality of
polygamous was always a symbol of man’s superiority whether
in ancient China, India, Korm or modern Bhutan.

The veil ( burkha ) was simply a means of covering face
and body from public gate. The Prophet Mohammad Clearly
laid down a list of male relations in a family before whom a
woman could be unveiled . 50, the veil was not for seclusion of

women.

After the emperor babur ( 1483 - 1530 ) the Islamic rule
rettled down in India. Many women at that time were poets and
literateurs, They went to wars, lived most of their lives in
camps, and in their long obite rokes of pilgrimage, they dared
the rigours of travel by sea and land.

Under the prophet’s laws, from the 7 th century A D ,
for the first time in human history, women’s rights were
safeguarded. The Prophet gave equal importance to dawghters
as to sons, the right to maitenance by parents, the right to
as to sons, the right to maitenance by parents, the rigt to
Muslim men and women.

There were many prominent Muslim women in India also
had remarkable positions throuphout history. Mamy examples

- Y —



can be quoted , women who are professors in universities ,
lawyers vice, - president, editors, school teachers, writers, poets,
musicians, novel stars etc. They are active today in every field,
sme are still in their traditional veil, and some have forg otten
decades ago how to wear it.

In conclusion we can say that the Muslim threads in the
fabric of India have been a part of a grand desigh that has
made this counitry so full of variety and vitality. The veil, as:
much has been only a chimera, few Muslim women have an
integral part of Indian Public life.

By : Taral Ali Baig

Translated by Amal Mouradi
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The development of Arabic Poetry in India

The article explains that although Arabic Language was
neveran official language in the Subconbinent, yet it had always
been considered a Prime Source for Mastering Islamic culture.
. The article draws an important distinction between . Arabic
Poetry and Indian Arabic Poetry and stresses the significant
strands of the latter, it provides samples and interesting analysis
of the poetry of some: Indian Arabic Poets.
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Jamal The Constable

G. S. Sharat Chander

This Fetching story of how to succeed, brings to mind
the old saw « Silence is golden ». It also reflects the
Muslim - Brahmin caste problems.

Constable Jamal, a gullible Muslim young Man , tells his
story since he was an apprentice constable till he became a
regular one , meroly by keeping his mouth shut.

Translated by
Inal. A. Ersan
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